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The University of Minnesota Law School (known as 
Minnesota Law or UMN Law) is one of the oldest and 
most well-regarded law schools in the Midwest. It was 
established in 1888, and accredited by the ABA in 1923.

The school is located in Minneapolis-St.Paul, MN (also 
known as the Twin Cities). The school offers state 
residents (as well as residents of Wisconsin, South 
Dakota, and Manitoba, Canada, through a reciprocity 
program) reduced tuition rates. Including living 
expenses, in-state and reciprocity students pay close 
to $49,200 a year; out-of-state and non-reciprocity 
students pay just over $55,000.

With a student body of around 770, the school is close 
to average in size. It has an impressive list of alumni, 
particularly in Minnesota; in fact, three of the six current 
Associate Justices on the Minnesota Supreme Court, 
and two former Chief Justices, are all UMN Law grads.

Though the school has a strong reputation with fantastic 
alumni connections, it is primarily a regional institution, 
and grads may run into trouble finding employment 
outside of the Midwest. 

Minnesota Law has an impressive array of academic 
and extracurricular offerings: 22 clinics, 10 study-abroad 
programs, 12 joint-degree options, and 41 student 
organizations. 

University of Minnesota Law School
290 Walter F. Mondale Hall, 229 19th Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55455
Phone: 612.625.3487 • Fax: 612.626.1874 • Email: umnlsadm@umn.edu
Website: www.law.umn.edu

THE BASICS

Application deadline:  11/15 (Early); 4/1 (Regular)
Application fee:  $75
Financial aid deadline: 5/1

Type of school: Public
Tuition and fees: $31,801 (R); $37,703 (NR) (2010 - 2011)

Admissions: Rolling
Acceptance percentage: 25% (2009)
Incoming class size: 213 (2009)
Early Action/Early Decision available: Yes, binding
Part-time program available: No

GPA AND STANDARDIZED TESTS

LSAT 25th - 75th percentile range: 160 - 168

GPA 25th - 75th percentile range: 3.30 - 3.85

TOEFL required for some international applicants.

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

Letters of recommendation: 2 required
Required essays: Personal statement (2-5 pages)
Optional essays: None listed
Dean’s Certification: None required
Additional documentation: Résumé (required)
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Minnesota Law: The PowerScore Perspective
Top dog in Minnesota
Minnesota Law has a lot going for it: Not only is it the 
most respected law school in the state, it also has a 
seriously impressive alumni list, a truckload of academic 
and extracurricular offerings, a fantastic location in a great 
metropolitan area, and a reasonable tuition (particularly 
for in-state and reciprocity students). What’s not to love? 

Primarily regional, but… 
The one potential drawback to the school is its overall 
reach; it is mostly a Midwestern powerhouse. However, 
this doesn’t seem to bother students considering the 
school, because almost everyone who applies there does 
so (or should do so) with the knowledge that they want 
to work in the region. Caveat emptor: If you’re not sure if 
the Midwest/Minnesota legal market is where you like to 
practice, you may want to look elsewhere. 

The alums will judge you 
Perhaps one of the most impressive 
attributes of the school’s alumni list are 
the 170 federal and state judges that 
belong to it, which include Associate 
and Chief Justices for a number of 
state Supreme Courts. And that’s not 
the only place where UMN Law can 
be found; they can also be found in 
every branch of the U.S. government, 
academia, the arts, and even sports 
(one UMN Law alum belongs to the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame). These kinds 
of connections can definitely come in 
handy when it comes time to find a job. 

Tuition reciprocity 
One of the perks of attending a state 
institution is the reduced tuition 
available to residents. It’s no different 
for Minnesota residents at UMN Law, 
who enjoy a tuition that’s about $6,000 less than their 
out-of-state counterparts. However, this advantage is not 
limited to only those who live in the North Star State; 
thanks to a reciprocity program, residents of Wisconsin, 
South Dakota, and Manitoba (Canada) can all also receive 
resident tuition rates (just make sure you request it, since 
reciprocity is not automatically granted). 

Oodles of offerings 
The school is right up there with even the most prestigious 
schools when it comes to the number of academic and 
extracurricular offerings and, in many cases, offers more 
than the very top schools. Minnesota Law boasts twelve 
joint degree options (many through the school’s Joint 
Degree Program in Law, Health and the Life Sciences), 
twenty-two clinics (including some uncommon topics 
like Indian child welfare law and special education law), 

seven journals, ten study abroad programs, and forty-one 
student organizations.  

Three-year writing curriculum 
Minnesota Law is the only law school on this list that 
has mandatory legal research and writing requirements 
throughout all three years of law school, a testament to 
the importance the institution places on practical skills. 

Mandatory laptop program?! 
Something that isn’t quite so practical (although it is still 
mandatory), is the school’s laptop program. First-year 
students coming to UMN Law can’t buy their own laptop 
prior to arriving at the school, nor are they advised to bring 
one they may already own. As per the school’s website: 
“DO NOT purchase a laptop of your own in advance, as it 
is mandatory that you purchase the laptop that has been 
pre-configured for our law students and our curriculum.” 

You can either add this expense 
($1,300) to your loan amounts, or pay 
for it out-of-pocket, but you must buy 
the computer from the school. 

Terrific Twin Cities 
Minneapolis-St. Paul has accumulated 
an impressive number of accolades: 
At one point or another, it has been 
named one of the smartest, best, 
most fun, coolest, safest, and most 
livable cities in the country (to name 
just a few). But perhaps what is most 
impressive about this Midwestern 
metropolis is what its student-
residents have to say: Everyone is 
incredibly nice (there’s even a term for 
this: Minnesota Nice); the quality of 
life is high; the cost of living is low; the 
nightlife is accessible, plentiful, and 
a blast. “There isn’t a better place, in 

my opinion, to spend three years,” says a grad. The only 
drawback? The weather. Minnesota winters are legendary, 
and if you are a sun-worshipper, this is not the place for 
you.  

Good deeds don’t go unnoticed
If the public sector is a route you’re considering, Minnesota 
Law will give you the tools you need and even help you 
make it financially feasible. UMN Law has developed 
several programs which give law students a practical 
experience, benefit the public sector, and help to spread 
the philanthropic rep that UMN Law has earned. The 
Career Center has teamed up with various organizations 
throughout the Midwest to offer law students internships 
and clinics, which are often rewarded with grants, 
scholarships, stipends, and clerkship opportunities. At 
UMN Law, good deeds are always generously rewarded.

Minnesota Law is the 
most respected law 

school in the state, has 
a seriously impressive 
alumni list, boasts a 

truckload of academic 
and extracurricular 

offerings, is in a fantastic 
location in a great 

metropolitan area, and 
charges a reasonable 
tuition. What’s not to 

love?
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Minnesota Law: The Numbers

Full-time: 25% (911 of 3,594 admitted)
Part-time: N/A 

GPA - 75th percentile: 3.85
GPA - Median: 3.64
GPA - 25th percentile: 3.30

LSAT - 75th percentile: 168
LSAT - Median: 167
LSAT - 25th percentile: 160

African-American: 14 (M); 8 (F); 2.9% of student body
American Indian: 6 (M); 5 (F); 1.4% of student body
Asian-American: 40 (M); 23 (F); 8.2% of student body
Caucasian: 327 (M); 248 (F); 75.1% of student body
Hispanic: 16 (M); 10 (F); 3.4% of student body
Mexican-American: None reported
Puerto Rican: None reported
International: 11 (M); 10 (F); 2.7% of student body
Non-Reported: 33 (M); 15 (F); 6.3% of student body

Transfers in: 41
Transfers out: 5

1L attrition: 14 (0 Academic, 14 Other)
2L attrition: 8 (0 Academic, 8 Other)
3L attrition: None

Merit aid available? Yes 
Grants and scholarships available? Yes
Students receiving grants: 500, 64.1% of student body
Median grant amount: $8,150.00
LRAP program available? No

The school evaluates all applicants for potential scholarship 
funds. Although Minnesota Law does not have a school-
sponsored Loan Repayment Assistance Program (LRAP), it 
does donate to the state-administered Loan Repayment 
Assistance Program of Minnesota. 

Wireless network availability? Yes
Number of wired connections available: 0
Hours per week the library is open: 81
Study seating capacity inside the library: 775
Number of full-time professional librarians: 12

On-campus Career Services Office? Yes
Number of full-time career services staffers? 5
Career services specializations: Public service, public 
interest, judicial clerkships, private practice, pro bono, 
externships, LLM careers. 
On-Campus Interview (OCI) program? Yes, in the fall. 
Over 300 employers participate each year. 

*All statistics are 9 months after graduation

Employment status known: 252, 99.6% of class
Employment status unknown: 1, 0.4% of class
Employed: 227, 90.1% of class
Pursuing graduate degrees: 11, 4.4% of class
Unemployed: 8, 3.2% of class

Academia: 0, 0.0% of class
Business and Industry: 17, 7.5% of class
Government: 25, 11.0% of class
Judicial Clerkship: 38, 16.7% of class
Law Firms: 136, 59.9% of class
Public Interest: 10, 4.4% of class

According to the school 2010 viewbook, “graduates from 
classes 2005-2009 work in 43 of the 50 states.” 

Students employed in-state: 52%
Students employed in foreign countries: 1.3%
Number of states where students are employed: 28 

UMN Law grads are employed in many major U.S. legal 
markets, including Atlanta, Austin, Boston, Chicago, 
Dallas, Denver, Detroit, Houston, Los Angeles, Madison, 
Miami, Minneapolis, New York, Philadelphia, Phoenix, St. 
Louis, San Francisco, Seattle, and Washington DC. 

Minnesota Law has close to 12,000 living alumni. They 
live and work in all 50 U.S. states, as well as 53 foreign 
countries. As per the school, as of 2008, “250 sitting state 
and federal judges” are Minnesota Law grads. 

First-time takers: 252 (73.02% reporting)
Average school pass rate: 96.19%
Average state pass rate: 90.77%
Average pass rate difference: 5.42%

ACCEPTANCE RATES

ENROLLMENT AND ETHNICITY

TRANSFERS (FIRST-YEAR) AND ATTRITION

FINANCIAL AID

LIBRARY RESOURCES

EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS*

TYPE OF EMPLOYMENT

GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION

ALUMNI NETWORK

CAREER SERVICES

BAR PASSAGE RATES

GPA AND LSAT SCORES
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Minnesota Law: The School

The University of Minnesota Law School has an incredibly strong representation within the state, particularly in legal 
and judicial circles. The school’s most well-known alum is Walter Mondale ‘56, former Vice President of the United 
States and namesake of the law school mascot, the “Fighting Mondales.” Three of the six current Associate Justices 
on the Minnesota Supreme Court (Alan C. Page ‘78, Paul H. Anderson ‘68, and G. Barry Anderson ‘79), as well as 
two of the Court’s former Chief Justices (Russell A. Anderson ‘68 and Kathleen A. Blatz ‘84), are UMN Law alums. In 
addition, six of the judges on the Minnesota Court of Appeals (Harriet Lansing ‘70, Thomas J. Kalitowski ‘73, Roger M. 
Klaphake, Randolph W. Peterson, Natalie E. Hudson ‘82, and Louise Dovre Bjorkman ‘85) are also Fighting Mondales. 

Minnesota Law instituted a new curriculum in 2008, 
aimed at giving students more freedom in their academic 
choices, and focusing more on the practical aspects of a 
legal education. One of the most significant additions 
was the implementation of a mandatory three-year legal 
writing curriculum. 

Incoming class size: 213 (2009)
Typical first-year section size: 96

First-year students are required to take Civil Procedure, 
Constitutional Law I, Contracts, Torts, and Legal Writing 
in the fall, and Criminal Law, Property, Legal Writing/
Statutory Interpretation, Practice and Professionalism, 
and one elective (Civil Procedure II, International Law, 
Corporations, OR Perspectives on the Law) in the spring.

During the second year, students must take Constitutional 
Law II (which can be taken during the third year if it is not 
taken during the second), Professional Responsibility, and 
participate in a journal or moot court. All other credits 
are electives. 

Constitutional Law II must be taken in the third year if 
it wasn’t completed in the second. In addition, students 
must take a seminar, complete an independent research 
paper (as part of the mandatory writing curriculum), and 
undertake a journal editorship or moot court dictatorship 
to fulfill the writing requirement. All other credits are 
elective. 

Student-to-faculty ratio: 12.0 : 1

Minnesota Law’s prominent faculty includes:

Ann M. Burkhart, real estate law expert. 
Daniel J. Gifford, antitrust law and administrative law 
scholar. 
Bradley C. Karkkainen, nationally-recognized authority on 
environmental and natural resources law.
Ruth Okediji, expert on international intellectual property 
law.
David Wippman, international law authority.

CLINICS: Minnesota Law has a large clinical education program 
with 22 different offerings. Clinic topics include bankruptcy, child 
advocacy and juvenile justice, civil practice, consumer protection, 
criminal defense appeals, criminal prosecution appeals, energy 
policy, land use policy, federal defense, housing, human rights 
litigation and international legal advocacy, immigration and 
human rights, Indian child welfare, the Innocence Project, 
misdemeanor defense, misdemeanor prosecution, a combined 
misdemeanor defense and prosecution clinic, multi-profession 
business law, public interest law, special education law, tax, and 
workers’ rights.

STUDY ABROAD: UMN Law students can go abroad as part of the 
school’s summer program in China; as part of the school’s nine 
semester exchange programs with schools in Sweden, Ireland, 
France, Uruguay, Germany, Spain, The Netherlands, and Italy; 
through a program offered by other law schools (with approval); 
or through a self-developed program (with approval).

JOINT DEGREE: The school offers “dual degree” and “joint 
degree” programs. Dual degrees allow students to obtain a 
JD in addition to another degree through one of Minnesota’s 
graduate schools (such as a JD/MBA, JD/MPP, JD/MURP, JD/MS, 
JD/PhD, JD/MPH, or JD/MHA, among others). Joint degrees can 
be obtained through the university’s Joint Degree Program in 
Law, Health and the Life Sciences; JD/MD, JD/MS, JD/PhD, JD/
MPH, JD/MA, and JD/MHA degrees are awarded in a variety of 
disciplines through this program. 

Minnesota Law has three student-edited journals 
(Law and Inequality: A Journal of Theory and Practice, 
Minnesota Journal of International Law, and Minnesota 
Law Review), two faculty-edited journals (Constitutional 
Commentary, and Crime and Justice), and two student-
and-faculty-edited journals (The ABA Journal of Labor & 
Employment Law, and Minnesota Journal of Law, Science 
& Technology).

The school hosts the McGee National Civil Rights Moot 
Court competition. In addition, students can participate 
in one of seven moot court teams that compete in-state, 
nationally, and internationally. Although Minnesota Law 
does have trial advocacy skills courses, it does not have a 
formal trial advocacy competition program. 

CURRICULUM

FACULTY

ACADEMIC OPPORTUNITIES

JOURNALS AND PUBLICATIONS

MOCK TRIAL AND MOOT COURT

• NOTABLE ALUMNI •
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Minnesota Law: The Students

• American Bar Association Law 
Student Division (ABA/LSD)

• American Constitution Society 
(ACS)

• American Indian Law Student 
Association (AILSA)

• Animal Law Society SALDF
• Amnesty International
• Asian Pacific American Law 

Student Association (APALSA)
• Asylum Law Project
• Black Law Students Association 

(BLSA)
• Business Law Association (BLA)
• Christian Legal Society (CLS)
• Environmental Law Society (ELS)
• Federal Bar Association (FBA)
• Fighting Mondales Hockey Club
• Futbol Club (Mondale FC)
• Health Law & Bioethics 

Association (HLBA)
• Interfaith Law League
• International Law Society (ILS)
• J. Reuben Clark Law Society
• Jewish Law Students Association 

(JLSA)
• Latino Law Students Alliance 

(LLSA)
• Law Council
• Law and Policy Student 

Association (LAPSA) 

• Law School Basketball Association 
(LBA)

• Law School Conservatives (LSC)
• Law School Democrats (LSD)
• Law School Libertarians
• Law Students for Reproductive 

Justice
• Legal Bowling
• Litigation and Trial Advocacy 

Group (LTAG)
• Minnesota Justice Foundation 

(MJF)
• Minnesota Law Families
• Muslim Law Students Association 

(MLSA)
• National Lawyers’ Guild
• Out!Law (Lambda Law Student 

Association)
• New Orleans Legal Assistance- 

MN (NOLA)
• Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity, 

International (P.A.D.)
• Public Interest Law Student 

Association (PILSA)
• Student Employment and Labor 

Law Association (SELLA)
• Student Intellectual Property Law 

Association (SIPLA)
• Theatre of the Relatively 

Talentless (TORT)
• Women’s Law Student 

Association (WLSA)

In 2010, the law school received 
3,865 applications for admission to 
the Class of 2013. Of those admitted, 
260  students eventually matriculated 
(a considerable increase from the 
213 students that matriculated in the 
Class of 2012).

The 25th and 75th LSAT score 
percentiles for students accepted 
into the Class of 2013 were 159 and 
168. 

The median LSAT score was a 167.

The 25th and 75th undergraduate 
GPA percentiles were 3.36 and 3.84. 

The median GPA was a 3.71.

The class was 58% male and 42% 
female. 

43% were Minnesota residents, while 
57% came from outside the state. 

Students in the Class of 2013 hailed 
from 35 states, the District of 
Columbia, and 5 foreign countries. 

They represented 137 different 
undergraduate institutions. 

The Minnesota Law student body as 
a whole consists of approximately 
770 full-time J.D. students.

As of 2009, the student body was 
58% male, and 42% female. 

16% of the students were minorities 
or students of color.

3% of the UMN Law student body is 
international. 

• CLASS PROFILE •

ACTIVITIES AND ORGANIZATIONS
Other than the harsh winters that can freeze out even the 
hardiest of souls, Minnesota Law seems to be a pretty nice 
place to spend three years learning the law.

“I really enjoyed my classmates,” says a grad. “You always 
hear schools say that their environment is ‘collaborative’ 
and ‘friendly’ and that their students really care about 
each other, but at Minnesota it’s actually true. I only 
heard of a few people throughout my time there that 
were overtly competitive. For the most part, everyone just 
helps everyone else out.” Another alum agrees: “No one 
was too ‘gunnerish’. If I missed a class, I would get emails 
asking me if I wanted notes or outlines, sometimes before 
class was even over.” 

Many students cite the plentiful number of intra-school 
activities as the reason for why everyone is so close and 
willing to help out. “There are weekly bar reviews where 
we get together at a local bar to hang out, and a lot of 
people play ice hockey or soccer, or go watch games. We all 
end up knowing each other pretty well, which is probably 
why there isn’t too much crazy competitiveness.”

There are plenty of positive things to say about the 
faculty, too. Words like “excellent,” “approachable,” and 
“willing to spend time with students” are prevalent in 
alumni reminiscences. “The profs here are some of the 
most brilliant people I’ve ever met. They’re seriously 
impressive,” says one student.

Both the campus and the Twin Cities get a thumbs up: 
“Campus is beautiful during the spring, summer, and 
fall, and the weather is great from about May to October 
(the winters are awful, though),” says a grad. “I loved 
Minneapolis,” says another. “The city is safe, big, and you 
can find just about anything you’d need. The nightlife 
and social scene are pretty good, particularly because 
everyone—students and residents—are so friendly.” 

The student government at the University of Minnesota 
is the Law Council. Representatives are elected from all 
three classes. The Council represents the interests of the 
student body in matters concerning the administration and 
faculty. Outside of academics, there are plenty of athletic 
activities that Minnesota Law students can participate in: 
Hockey, soccer, and bowling are a big part of law school 
life. The law school musical, put on by the members of 
the Theater of the Relatively Talentless (T.O.R.T.), known 
as the TORTfeasors, is one of the years’ most anticipated 
events. 
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Minnesota Law: The City

Setting: Urban

Minnesota Law school is located in Minneapolis, MN, 
which is adjacent to St. Paul, MN. Together, they form the 
Twin Cities. While the city of Minneapolis itself only has 
around 380,000 residents, the Twin Cities metro area (as 
per the Minneapolis Metropolitan Council) had close to 
2.9 million residents in 2009, making it one of the larger 
metropolitan areas in the country. 

Surprisingly, the cost of living does not reflect the size 
of the Twin Cities; rather it is closer to the expenses one 
might expect of a smaller city.

Estimated academic year living expenses*
Health insurance** $1,814.00
Laptop purchase** $1,300.00
Books and supplies $1,666.00         
Room and board $9,846.00
Transportation $750.00
Personal/miscellaneous $2,000.00
TOTAL $17,376.00
* Figures provided by Minnesota Law

** Denotes expenses not all students may accrue

The university has a limited number of on-campus 
residences available to grad students. Most law students 
choose to live off campus; the law school mentions Cedar-
Riverside, Dinkytown, Como, Marcy-Holmes, Prospect 
Park/East River Road, Seward, Stadium Village, and St. 
Anthony Park as potential neighborhoods. 

On-campus housing available?              Y - 40 units
Average apartment rental cost (1 BR/1 BA) $820/mo

The U.S. Census Bureau estimates the 2006 population of 
Minneapolis, MN to be 372,833 people, with 68.9% of the 
population between 18 and 65 years of age. 37.4% of the 
population has a bachelor’s degree or higher. 

Population density in the Minneapolis area (as per the 
2000 census) is 6,971 persons per square mile. 

The 2000 census puts the ethnic makeup of the city as 
65.1% white, 7.6% of Hispanic or Latino origin, 18.0% 
African American, 2.2% American Indian or Alaskan native, 
6.1% Asian, 0.1% native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander, and 
4.4% from two or more races. 

Finding parking around campus and the law school building 
can be difficult, and gets exponentially harder once winter 
hits and the snow starts to pile up. Although student 
parking spots are available, they are assigned by lottery, 
and are not really a reliable option. For that reason, both 
the school and the students recommend walking or biking 
(when the weather is good), or taking the bus, campus 
shuttle, or light rail to get to and from campus. 

Minnesota students can get a U-Pass, a Twin Cities metro 
area transit pass good for unlimited rides on all public bus 
and light rail lines, at a deeply discounted rate (currently 
$97/semester). In addition, the university’s shuttle system 
is free to all UM students.

The city is served by a number of state and interstate 
highways, as well as the Minneapolis-Saint Paul 
International Airport.

In a metropolitan area the size of the Twin Cities’, there is 
very little that you cannot find or do. Minneapolis-St.Paul 
itself is permeated by what students call “Midwestern 
niceness,” which only accentuates what the area has to 
offer. 

Students love their urban home, and understandably so: 
According to the city’s official website, it’s been nominated 
as one of the “best,” “most fun,” “safest,” “smartest,” and 
“sustainable” cities in the United States. Arts, sports, 
dining, and outdoor recreations are some of the residents’ 
favorite pastimes. 

Minneapolis has fourteen museums, thirteen theaters, 
four dance companies, and the Minnesota Symphony 
Orchestra.  

The city is also home to nine professional sports teams: 
Minnesota Lightning and Minnesota Thunder (United 
Soccer League), Minnesota Lynx (WNBA), Minnesota 
Swarm (National Lacrosse League), Minnesota 
Timberwolves (NBA), Minnesota Twins (MLB), Minnesota 
Vikings (NFL), Minnesota Wild (NHL), and the Saint Paul 
Saints (Northern League Baseball). 

Students are extremely pleased with the amount of 
activities available to them outside of the university. “It’s 
got the feel of a college town, but the offerings of a huge 
city,” says one alum. “The social scene is very strong: You 
can find really nice clubs and bars on Hennepin [Avenue], 
or you can go and find some nice college dance clubs and 
fun dives in Dinkytown.”  

LIVING EXPENSES

HOUSING

DEMOGRAPHICS

PARKING AND PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

AREA ATTRACTIONS & ENTERTAINMENT

CITY MUST-DOs 


