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The University of Michigan Law School (known as 
Michigan Law or MLaw) was established in 1859 and 
accredited by the ABA in 1923. 

The school is located in Ann Arbor, Michigan, a college 
town about 45 minutes from Detroit. Out-of-state 
students pay a total of $65,350 a year, while in-state 
students get a tuition break (although not a big one): 
They pay $62,350 a year.

With a total enrollment of over 1,100 students, Michigan 
Law is one of the larger schools on this list. It has a 
number of very well-known alumni, including Clarence 
Darrow and Ann Coulter.

Although it is a state school, Michigan Law has a solid 
national reputation; its name is respected throughout 
the country, and graduates have no problem securing 
interviews and employment in any of the major U.S. 
legal markets. Michigan Law alumni play a considerable 
role, tending to seek graduates from their alma mater 
when making hiring decisions. 

Michigan Law has a solid range of academic and 
extracurricular offerings: 13 clinics, 7 study abroad 
programs, 14 joint-degree options, 6 journals, and close 
to 60 student organizations.

The University of Michigan Law School
Hutchins Hall, 625 South State Street
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1215
Phone: 734.764.1358 • Email: law.jd.admissions@umich.edu
Website: www.law.umich.edu

THE BASICS

Application deadline:  11/15 (Early); 2/15 (Regular)
Application fee:  $75
Financial aid deadline: No financial aid deadline for 
Financial aid deadline: entering 1Ls
Type of school: Public
Tuition and fees: $44,600 (R); $47,600 (NR) (2010 - 2011) 

Admissions: Rolling
Acceptance percentage: 22% (2009)
Incoming class size: 371 (2009)
Early Action/Early Decision available: Yes*, binding
Part-time program available: No

GPA AND STANDARDIZED TESTS

LSAT 25th - 75th percentile range: 167 - 170

GPA 25th - 75th percentile range: 3.55 - 3.84

TOEFL not required for international applicants.

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

Letters of recommendation: 1 required (3 accepted)
Required essays: Personal statement
Optional essays: 1-2 essays (choose from 8 topics) 
Dean’s Certification: None required
Additional documentation: Résumé (optional); 
Application for Resident Classification (if applicable)

* Accepted Early Decision students start in the summer term.
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Michigan Law: The PowerScore Perspective
A state school with a national reach
The downfall of many state university law schools (even 
those in the higher echelons) is that they are often enjoy 
mostly regional recognition, strongest within the state or 
the area of the country in which they are located. That is 
definitely not the case with Michigan Law. Although grads 
certainly have strong connections, employment prospects, 
and alumni networks in Michigan, the school has strong 
networks and representation in the country’s biggest legal 
markets: New York, Illinois, California, Massachusetts, and 
Washington, D.C.

No love for in-state residents 
Another thing Michigan Law doesn’t share with other 
state schools: big tuition breaks for in-state students. 
Michigan residents save only $3,000 a year compared 
with non-residents, and they don’t really get much of an 
advantage in admissions, either: Only about 20% of the 
Michigan Law student body are from 
within the state. 

The Michigan vibe
Perhaps this levelling of the 
playing field helps to promote the 
harmonious atmosphere at Michigan 
Law. Everyone— administrators, 
faculty, students, and alumni—can’t 
help but rave about the camaraderie 
at this school. Although the school still 
has its share of “not-so-nice” people, 
students say that, for the most part, 
the student body is “incredibly nice” 
and that each class and section is 
tight-knit. The administration, faculty, 
and Law School Student Senate make 
sure to keep it this way, not only by 
carefully selecting the students that 
admitted to the school, but also 
by providing them with plenty of 
opportunities to bond and get to know each other both in 
smaller groups and at school-wide events. 

A focus on student-professor interaction 
This focus on collegiality can be seen in the administration’s 
efforts to keep the faculty in touch with the student body. 
One example: the school’s “mini-seminars”—groups of 
around 10 upperclassmen that meet at a professor’s home 
once a week for dinner and an informal discussion on a 
wide variety of interesting or unusual topics (during the 
last academic year, these mini-seminars covered topics 
such  as “Odysseus, Socrates, Jesus, Hamlet, Ishmael, 
and the Law,” and “Baseball and the Law”). This laid-back 
approach to academia seamlessly combines scholarship 
with a more casual atmosphere, and strengthens the 
bonds both with other classmates and with the faculty. 

Incredibly loyal alumni
These strong student bonds continue after graduation, as 
well. Michigan Law alumni are fiercely loyal to their alma 
mater, and they watch out for each other. Alumni events 
are generally well-attended even by the oldest classes, 
and alumni watch out for newly minted JD’s when it comes 
to employment. Michigan grads like to interview other 
Michigan grads, and help them get their foot in the door 
when possible.   

Summer Start Program 
Michigan’s Summer Start Program allows students to 
begin in May instead of August, and finish their degrees 
one semester a head of traditional fall starters. It is one of 
the few top law schools with non-fall start dates available. 

Wolverine Scholars Program 
The school’s Wolverine Scholars 
Program is another one of the school’s 
unique initiatives. Launched in 2010, 
this program allows Michigan rising or 
graduating seniors to apply to the law 
school and be admitted even before 
they finish their undergraduate 
studies. These Wolverines are not 
required to take the LSAT, evaluated 
instead based on the strength of their 
academic performance. Although this 
is an incredibly competitive program 
requiring exceptional undergraduate 
performance and extracurriculars, it 
is a great opportunity for Michigan 
undergrads to apply to a top law 
school in a non-binding capacity, 
while avoiding the dreaded LSAT.

Awesome Ann Arbor
Students love the college town feel 
here; it provides them with a bustling 

nightlife, excellent cultural events, great dining options, 
and plenty of entertainment venues. The city is also close 
enough to Detroit, Chicago, and Toronto to give students 
the chance to get out of town whenever they need to take 
a law school breather. The one gripe students have about 
Ann Arbor is the harshness of the winter weather; those 
with an aversion to snow and freezing temperatures might 
be wise to consider other law school locales. 

The downfall of many 
state university law 

schools (even those in 
the higher echelons) 

is that they often 
enjoy mostly regional 
recognition, strongest 
within the state or the 
area of the country in 

which they are located. 
That is definitely not the 
case with Michigan Law. 
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Michigan Law: The Numbers

Full-time: 22% (1,178 of 5,414 admitted)
Part-time: N/A 

GPA - 75th percentile: 3.84 
GPA - Median: 3.70
GPA - 25th percentile: 3.55

LSAT - 75th percentile: 170
LSAT - Median: 169
LSAT - 25th percentile: 167

African-American: 24 (M); 33 (F); 5.1% of student body
American Indian: 13 (M); 4 (F); 1.5% of student body
Asian-American: 52 (M); 83 (F); 12.1% of student body
Caucasian: 412 (M); 283 (F); 62.2% of student body
Hispanic: 23 (M); 24 (F); 4.2% of student body
Mexican-American: None
Puerto Rican:  None
International: 20 (M); 18 (F); 3.4% of student body
Non-Reported: 87 (M); 41 (F); 11.5% of student body

Transfers in: 25
Transfers out: 6

1L attrition: 1 (0 Academic, 1 Other)
2L attrition: 6 (0 Academic, 6 Other)
3L attrition: 1 (0 Academic, 1 Other)

Merit aid available? Yes
Grants and scholarships available? Yes
Students receiving grants: 667, 57.9% of student body
Median grant amount: $11,300.00
LRAP program available? Yes

All students are automatically considered for merit-based 
scholarships (ranging from $5,000 to full tuition). The 
school does not require applicants to submit parental 
income information to apply for need-based grants. 

Wireless network availability? Yes
Number of wired connections available: 332
Hours per week the library is open: 112
Study seating capacity inside the library: 854
Number of full-time professional librarians: 12

On-campus Career Services Office? Yes
Number of full-time career services staffers? 6
Career services specializations: Public service, private 
firms, academia, judicial clerkships.
On-Campus Interview (OCI) program? Yes, three: Early 
Interview Week (in August), Fall Interview Program, and 
Winter Interview Program.

*All statistics are 9 months after graduation

Employment status known: 385, 99.7% of class
Employment status unknown: 1, 0.3% of class
Employed: 376, 97.7% of class
Pursuing graduate degrees: 6, 1.6% of class
Unemployed: 0, 0.0% of class

Academia: 3, 0.8% of class
Business and Industry: 19, 5.1% of class
Government: 10, 2.7% of class
Judicial Clerkship: 51, 13.6% of class
Law Firms: 273, 72.6% of class
Public Interest: 20, 5.3% of class

Michigan Law lists Seattle, the California Bay Area, 
Los Angeles, Denver, Dallas, Chicago, Detroit, Atlanta, 
Washington, D.C., Philadelphia, New York, and Boston as 
12 popular markets for grads. 

Students employed in-state: 10.1%
Students employed in foreign countries: 1.9%
Number of states where students are employed: 31

Illinois, New York, Michigan and Washington, D.C., are 
the markets with the highest concentrations of recent 
Michigan Law alums.

The Michigan alumni network is comprised of over 20,000  
grads. Michigan grads are incredibly loyal to the school; in 
fact, Michigan considers the strength and devotion of its 
alumni network one of its greatest assets. 

First-time takers: 406 (99.01% reporting)
Average school pass rate: 92.05%
Average state pass rate: 86.88%
Average pass rate difference: 5.17%

ACCEPTANCE RATES

ENROLLMENT AND ETHNICITY

TRANSFERS (FIRST-YEAR) AND ATTRITION

FINANCIAL AID

LIBRARY RESOURCES

EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS*

TYPE OF EMPLOYMENT

GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION

ALUMNI NETWORK

CAREER SERVICES

BAR PASSAGE RATES

GPA AND LSAT SCORES
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Michigan Law: The School

Michigan Law has a number of highly accomplished and famous alumni, including Sarah Killgore Wertman, the first 
woman to graduate from law school (she graduated from Michigan Law in 1871) and to be admitted to the bar (she 
was admitted to the Ohio bar in 1893); Ann Coulter, author and conservative political commentator; Clarence Darrow, 
renowned legal orator and American trial attorney best known for his defense of John Scopes (1925); Bob Woodruff, 
American television journalist, and former co-anchor of ABC’s World News Tonight; Richard Matsch, federal judge who 
presided over the Timothy McVeigh Oklahoma City bombing trial; and Paul Ostergard, former President and CEO of 
both the Citigroup and General Electric Foundations.  

“I chose Michigan because it allowed me to go to a school  
with a great national reputation and great contacts,” says 
an alum. “Michigan’s faculty has incredible expertise in a 
huge variety of areas, and [the school] has a great array of 
offerings. I really liked the focus on practical learning, too.” 

Incoming class size: 371 (2009)
Typical first-year section size: 91

Michigan Law splits 1L students into four sections of 
approximately 90 students each; one section starts the 
school year in May, and the other three start later that 
same year, in the fall. All four sections must take Civil 
Procedure, Contracts, Criminal Law, Introduction to 
Constitutional Law, Legal Practice I, Legal Practice II, Legal 
Practice Skills, Property, and Torts during the first year. 

During the 1L summer and fall terms, students take all 
required courses. However, in the spring, students who 
started in the summer can pick an “unlimited number” of 
classes from a list of over 70 1L electives, while students 
who started in the fall can add one elective to their class 
schedule. 

Upperclassmen must take a seminar, complete a 
“professional responsibility” requirement, and take the 
school’s Transnational Law course; outside of these 
requirements, all courses after 1L  year are completely 
elective. Students must have a 2.0 GPA to graduate. 

Student-to-faculty ratio: 11.4 : 1

Michigan Law’s prominent faculty includes: 

Michael S. Barr, expert in transnational law and 
international finance, and U.S. Treasury Department 
Assistant Secretary for Financial Institutions during the 
Obama administration. 
Rebecca Eisenberg, intellectual property scholar. 
Jessica D. Litman, trademark and copyright expert.
Catharine A. MacKinnon, pioneer in sex equality issues 
under international and constitutional law.

CLINICS: Michigan offers twelve clinics. They are the 
Child Advocacy Law Clinic, Criminal Appellate Practice, 
Environmental Law Clinic, Human Trafficking Clinical Program, 
International Transactions Clinic, Juvenile Justice Clinic, Low 
Income Taxpayer Clinic, Mediation Clinic, Michigan Innocence 
Clinic, Pediatric Advocacy Initiative, Urban Communities 
Clinic, and General Clinic. In the General Clinic, students work 
on both civil and criminal cases under faculty supervision; 
the cases cover a wide range of subjects and do not have the 
specialization of the other clinical programs. 

STUDY ABROAD: Students can study for a semester at 
Amsterdam Law School in The Netherlands; the Graduate 
Institute of International and Development Studies (IHEID) in 
Geneva; University College in London; Katholieke University 
Leuven in Belgium; Bucerius Law School in Hamburg; the 
European University Institute in Florence; and Waseda 
University Law School in Tokyo. Students can also propose 
their own study abroad program. 

JOINT DEGREE: The school offers a JD/MBA, JD/MA (in 
Chinese Studies; Japanese Studies; Modern Middle Eastern 
and North African Studies; Russian, East European, and 
Eurasian Studies; and World Politics), JD/PhD (in Economics), 
JD/MSI, JD/MS (in Natural Resources), JD/MPH, JD/MHSA, 
JD/MPP, JD/MSW, and JD/MUP.   

Michigan’s six scholarly student-edited journals are 
Michigan Law Review, University of Michigan Journal 
of Law Reform, Michigan Journal of International Law, 
Michigan Journal of Gender & Law, Michigan Journal 
of Race & Law, and Michigan Telecommunications and 
Technology Law Review. Students are selected on the 
basis of grades and a writing competition. 

The school has a large moot court program, and teams 
participate in a variety of school-wide, national, and 
international competitions each year in fields such 
as child welfare law, criminal law, entertainment law, 
environmental law, intellectual property law, and Native 
American law. Michigan also has school-wide trial 
advocacy (mock trial) competitions each year. 

CURRICULUM

FACULTY

ACADEMIC OPPORTUNITIES

JOURNALS AND PUBLICATIONS

MOCK TRIAL AND MOOT COURT

• NOTABLE ALUMNI •
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Michigan Law: The Students

• Active Minds at the University of 
Michigan Law School

• American Civil Liberties Union
• American Constitution Society
• Asia Law Society
• Asian Pacific American Law 

Students Association
• Black Law Students Alliance
• Business Law Association
• Campbell Competition Board
• Catholic Law Students Association
• Christian Legal Society
• Classical Music Society
• Criminal Law Society
• Entertainment, Media, and Arts 

Law Students Association
• Environmental Law Society
• Family Law Project
• Federalist Society
• Food Stamp Advocacy Project
• Frank Murphy Society
• Future Advocates In Training
• Headnotes
• Human Rights Advocates
• Intellectual Property Students 

Association
• International Law Society
• J. Reuben Clark Law Society
• Jessup International Moot Court
• Jewish Law Students Association
• Latin American Law Society
• Latino Law Students Association
• Law School Hockey Team
• Law School Student Senate
• Legal Advocates for Children and 

Youth

• Michigan Election Law Project
• Michigan Health Law 

Organization
• Michigan Immigration and Labor 

Law Association
• Michigan Law Culinary Club
• Middle Eastern Law Students 

Association
• MLaw Rocks
• Muslim Law Students Association
• Nannes Challenge
• National Lawyers Guild
• National Security Law Society
• Native American Law Students 

Association
• Older Wiser Law Students
• Organization of Dual Degree Law 

Students
• Organization of Public Interest 

Students
• Outlaws
• Prisoners’ Rights Organization of 

Students
• Real Estate Law Society
• Res Gestae
• Running Club at Michigan Law
• South Asian Law Students 

Association
• Student Adventure Club
• Student Animal Legal Defense 

Fund
• Student Funded Fellowship
• Tax Law Society
• Wolverine Street Law 

Organization
• Women Law Students Association

In 2009, Michigan Law received a 
total of 5,414 applications for the 
class of 2012. The school accepted 
22% of applicants; 371 students 
matriculated. 

The median GPA for this class was 
3.70; the median LSAT was 169. 

The class of 2012 was 55% male 
and 45% female. 13% was Asian 
American, 5% was African American, 
4% was Hispanic or Latino, and 2% 
was Native American.

21% of the class were Michigan 
residents; 3% were non-U.S. citizens.

The class came from 38 states 
(including Washington, D.C. and 
Puerto Rico), and represented 14 
foreign countries. 

70% had graduated from undergrad 
one or more years previously, and 
12% had advanced degrees. 

In 2010, the school received 6,312 
applications for the class of 2013. 19% 
were accepted; 376 matriculated. 

The median GPA was 3.73; the 
median LSAT was 169. 

This class was 51% male and 49% 
female. 12% was Asian American, 
4% was African American, 3% was 
Hispanic or Latino, and 2% was 
Native American. 23% of the class 
were Michigan residents; 3% were 
non-U.S. citizens.

The class represented 46 U.S. states 
and 11 foreign countries. 71% were 1 
or more years out of undergrad, and 
12% had advanced degrees. 

• CLASS PROFILE •

ACTIVITIES AND ORGANIZATIONS
Students mention the friendly Michigan environment 
both as their reason for applying to the school, and 
as why they enjoyed their time there so much. “Even 
though the class was big,” says one grad, “it didn’t feel 
big at all; everyone was incredibly friendly and open. 
There’s a big push to make us all into ‘one big happy 
family’ but it doesn’t feel contrived, it just feels right.”  

“The way that students treat each other is a big part of why 
I applied here and why I chose to go here,” says another 
grad. “The overall environment was very congenial. You 
could be as competitive as you wanted to be, but at the 
same time you could get away from that atmosphere if 
necessary—and no one was cut-throat. You have your 
share of not-so-nice people, but we all kind of self-police 
and no one takes things too seriously.” 

“Even though we all care about how we do in class, the 
sense of competition never rose to the level of, say, 
‘highlighting’ reserve materials with a black Sharpie,” jokes 
another alum. “Everyone, particularly upperclassmen, was 
more than happy to share notes and outlines with 1Ls.” 

“The social environment was excellent. Everyone was 
interested in different things and had different plans and 
destinies, so it was very exciting,” adds another grad. “The 
friends I made and people with whom I interacted (and, 
as at any top school, the people you study with provide as 
much education as the curriculum itself) are my fondest 
memories of the school.”  

One alum sums it up best: “Michigan offers the best of 
two worlds: a world-class legal education in a classic 
Midwestern college town. The facilities and faculty are 
top-notch, the people are amazing, and the available 
opportunities are richly varied. Couldn’t have asked for 
more.”  

The student government at Michigan Law is the Law School 
Student Senate (known as “LSSS” or “the Senate”). It is 
responsible for providing funding to all student groups, 
as well as organizing school-wide events such as the 
Halloween Party, End-of-Year Barbecue, Winter Formal, 
school mixers with other Michigan graduate schools, and 
Bar Nights and Bar Crawls. 
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Michigan Law: The City

Setting: Urban College Town

“Ann Arbor was very law student friendly, in that the city 
has a ridiculously large student population to begin with 
and law students can easily integrate into that,” says a 
Michigan Law grad. Ann Arbor offers a great number of 
cultural, entertainment, and housing options. Despite the 
frigid winter weather, students still call it an “ideal” place 
to live during law school. 

The cost of living in Ann Arbor is reasonable; at an 
estimated $17,750.00 a year, it is a few thousand dollars 
below the average for schools on this list. Housing, in 
particular, is fairly inexpensive. 

Estimated academic year living expenses*
Rent/Utilities/Food $11,586.00
Books and Supplies $1,050.00
Medical Insurance (if applicable) $1,812.00         
Personal Expenses $3,150.00
Law Activity Fees $50.00
Loan Origination Fees (if applicable) $102.00
TOTAL $17,750.00
*Values provided by Michigan Law  

Michigan Law has on-campus housing for single students 
at The Lawyer’s Club (which is right on the Law Quad). 
Families can find housing at university-operated 
Northwood Community Apartments (approximately 3 
miles from campus). Nearby off-campus housing (both 
houses and apartments) is plentiful and the school 
helps students find roommates through its Law School 
Classifieds. 
On-campus housing available?              Y
Average apartment rental cost (1 BR/1 BA) $760/mo

The U.S. Census Bureau estimates the 2006 population of 
Ann Arbor, MI to be 113,206 people, with 75.3% of the 
population between 18 and 65 years of age. 69.3% of the 
population has a bachelor’s degree or higher. 

Population density in the Ann Arbor area (as per the 2000 
census) is 4,222 persons per square mile. 

The 2000 census puts the ethnic makeup of the city as 
74.7% white, 3.3% of Hispanic or Latino origin, 8.8% 
African American, 0.3% American Indian or Alaskan native, 
11.9% Asian, less than 0.1% native Hawaiian or Pacific 
Islander, and 3.1% from two or more races. 

Although many students own cars, the school warns that 
student parking is incredibly limited on campus. While a 
few spots near the school are available to students through 
a lottery every year, parking passes are expensive. There is 
also no resident parking available for students living at The 
Lawyer’s Club;  students who live there will have to pay for 
a spot at one of the nearby parking garages. Most students 
walk or take public transportation to school. 

Bus service is provided by the Ann Arbor Transportation 
Authority and Michigan’s University Bus System. Both are 
free to Michigan students with school IDs.

Amtrak and Greyhound have stations and stops in Ann 
Arbor. The closest airport is the Detroit Metropolitan 
Airport, which is approximately 25 miles from the city.  

Music festivals, films, museums, and unique eateries are 
just some of the things the town offers to residents. Of 
course, the University and its students influence much of 
what Ann Arbor has to offer in the way of attractions and 
entertainment. 

The Michigan Theater shows films and has film festivals 
and series (such as the Sundance Film Festival, Charlie 
Chaplin Film Festival, and Family-Friendly Film Series) 
year-round.

The UM Museum of Art, in addition to artwork, has a 
series, workshops, and tours (with the bulk of them during 
the academic year).  

The popular Ann Arbor Summer Festival’s “Top of the 
Park” takes place every summer, and has hundreds of 
free concerts, movies, and performances, all of them 
showcasing local artists and talent. 

Students and grads recommend attending Michigan 
football games (“the energy at the games is unbelievable,” 
says one grad). If “spending a Saturday with 100,000 of 
your closest friends” isn’t something you’d like to do, 
though, “consider some of the other athletic events, 
which are still high-caliber but not as crowded (hockey 
in particular).” Weekend trips to Chicago and Toronto are 
also popular ways to relieve law school stress. 

Some students say that the bar scene is “generally 
college-y,” although most say that law school hangouts 
like Dominick’s (famous for its sangria), and The Blue 
Leprechaun can still offer a good time. 

LIVING EXPENSES

HOUSING

DEMOGRAPHICS

PARKING AND PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

AREA ATTRACTIONS & ENTERTAINMENT

CITY MUST-DOs 


